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Longitude, An Appeal to the Public..... by Thomas Earnshaw, London 1808 
 

INDEX by Jonathan Betts  2000 
 
Note A: Certain key names and words appear so frequently in the text that indexing 
is pointless. For the sake of completeness, these references are simply marked: 
"throughout"  
 
Note B: Where references appear in sequence totalling more than 4 pages, blocks 
are cited which can include up to two pages without a reference (e.g. if pages 
1,2,3,4,7,8,9 have a reference it will be shown as 1-9, but 1,2,3,7,8,9 will be shown 
as1-3, 7-9).  
 
Note C: There is no page 233 in the book but there are two pages 236 (referred to in 
the index as 236 and 236a). The three pages of Introduction are not paginated in the 
book, but have been allocated numbers i) to iii) for the Index.  
 
Note D: E.I. refers to the East India Company (E.L.captains in the index are in bold 
and E.I. ships are in bold italics). R.N. refers to the Royal Navy (R.N. ships in the index 
are in plain italics) 
 
acceleration of rate: 181,182  
Act of Parliament: i,49,88,99-102-105,113,159,160,166-169,177-
189,192,196,198,199,202,206,208,210, 212,213,250,272,30,5,307-309,312-314  
Admiralty: 162  
Aken, John: 255  
Albion: 269  
Alexander: 174  
altitudes - with quicksilver horizon: 95  
Ann:249  
Apollo:162,205  
appeal to Parliament: 104,105,110  
Armagh, Archbishop of (and Observatory): 39-47,310  
Arnold chronometers: 255, 257,268  
Arnold, John: throughout  
Arnold, John Roger ('Roper'): 16,22,27,28,138-145  
Ashton (Under Lyne): 1  
Attwood, George: 272  
Aubert, Alexander: 15  
Bailey, Mr: 239  
Baker, Captain R.N.: 172  
Baker, Joseph Captain RN: 235,236  
balances, compensation: 14  
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Banks, Sir Joseph: ii, iii, 25-29, 42-48, 53,55, 62, 64, 71, 76-80, 98-
101,109,117,119,124, 134,145,149-162,166-169,177-183,189-191,202-207,210,212-
214,219,224,227,229,272-274,276,306-308  
Barham, Lord: 204  
Barlow, Edward Captain: 73,74,232,251,252  
Barraud chronometers: 255,262,268,275,276 
Barraud, Paul Philip (of Royal Exchange): 10,21,22,27,60,61,132,185,209,236  
Barrow (Chief Mate of EI Britannia) 60 
Barton, Thomas: 1  
Barwell: 231  
Bates, Edward 10  
Bayley, Mr: 229  
Bayley, William (astronomer): 25 
Beaufort, T. Captain R.N.: 256,263  
Bengal: 240  
Berkeley, Admiral: 154,236 
Berkeley, Frederick Hardinge Captain R.N.: 227  
Berkeley, Earl of: 277  
Berthoud: 223  
Best, Robert (of Royal Exchange): 4-6,10,122,,128-133,140,141,146-
150,157,175,178,187,208  
Blackheath (Arnold's address in): 147 
Bligh, Captain R.N.: 154  
Bligh, William: 23-25,33-38,59,75  
Board of Longitude: throughout  
Boddam: 170,270  
Bouvirie P., the Hon. Captain R.N.: 279  
Brace, Edward Captain R.N.?: 263,278  
Brinkley, Rev.Mr: 22,25,138  
Brisbane, Thomas Colonel: 278  
Britannia: 60  
Brocus, Mr 1st Officer E.I.: 278  
Brookbank (Brockbank) Miles: 5,130,132,147,178,184,185,208,2,09,211,212 
Brookbank chronometer: 268  
Brookbank, (Brockbank) John: 1-12,19,20,24,25,29-31,36-39,52,60,61,7,0-73,120-
129-140, 144, 147-150,155-157.159,176,239,306  
Broughton, Capt (Master of Providence): 60,95  
Broughton, Captain R.N.: 172  
Bruhl, Count: 157  
Buffalo: 230,231  
Bullock, Henry Commander E.I.: 154, 241,242  
Butt, Mr, Dover Place, Newington, gentleman of science: 58,154,171  
Cameron, John (Captain RN): 231  
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Campbell, Robert Captain R.N: 261  
Canton: 174  
Carron: 58,237  
Caulfield, Captain R.N.: 268  
Centurion: 269  
certificates: 116,117,119  
Chancellor of Exchequer: 138  
Cheap, Capt. (Britannia): 60  
chronometer: 142 
Cobham, Charles: 9  
Codogan, Captain R.N.:276  
Coffin, Captain RN: 229,230  
Cole, Mr. (Master): 236  
Commons, House of: 27,47,48,57,62,65,108  
comparitive trial (1796): 66  
compensation balance, adjusting:107,108,112  
compensation balance: 120,131,132,142  
compensation pendulum: 44,46  
Comptroller of the Navy: 235  
Constantinople: 122,140  
Cook, Captain: 254  
Cope, Chas.John: 141,187  
Cortes, Lieut, Spanish frigate: 247  
Cotton: 174 
countryman, from west compares watch with clocks: 109  
Cox, John Henry Captain (private): 264  
Cox: 154  
Craig, Captain: 261  
Crease, Anthony (H.M. Packet Service): 245,246  
Crocodile: 276  
Crosby, John (Astronomer on Providence): 60,95  
Crosley (?) 24,33,136, 226  
Crosley John: 173  
Crosthwaite, John (of Dublin): 14  
Cuffnell: 174  
Cumberland: 244  
Cumine, Adam Commander E.I.: 240  
Cumminge: 154  
Curtis, Henry: 9  
cycloidal cheeks (Arnold regulator): 46  
Dalrymple, Alexander (Hydrographer of the Navy): 15,16,23,25-37,42-45,53,54,64,71 
79,99,100,111,114,115-118,133,145,212-215,217,224-226,269,270,273,305,309 
Dalton N. Esq.: 279  
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Danish East Indiaman: 253  
Davison, James - Pursor E.I.: 239  
decelleration of rate: 34,35  
Denmark Hill (Garrard's subscription observatory): 45  
detached escapement: 3,8,12-14,40,129,142,146  
detent escapement: 120,121  
Discovery: 59  
Dixon, Sir Arch. Captain R.N.: 269  
Dougall, C.H.: 175  
Drake: 265  
drawings and models: 142  
Duff, Archibald, Captain R.N.: 278  
Duke's Place: 83  
Durham, Captain R.N: 237,268  
Dutton: 216 
Dwerryhouse, Mr: 146  
Earl Spencer: 237,239,267  
Earl St Vincent: 240  
Elphinstone: 250  
Elves, Dr: 171  
Emery, Josiah: 34,54,57,156-158,178-183  
Endymion: 237,268  
enemies (watchmakers): 83,120-122,127,128  
engravers' copying instruments (errors): 187,188  
epicycloidal teeth: 147  
epicycloid escape wheel teeth: 46  
Errata: 314,315  
errors of chronometers: 89-91  
escapement models: 150,151,152,161,209,222 
escapement, proportions of pallets:184-187,189  
Evans, Mr (Mayor's Clerk): 20  
Everard, (?) (of Lynn): 26-29  
Exeter: 265  
expansion balance: 156  
explanation altered: 192  
explanation of timekeepers: 113,114,119,126  
explanations and descriptions: 191,192,195  
Ferries, Captain R.N.: 269  
Firminger, Mr T.: 184, 247,255  
Flinders, Capt.(?): 33  
Flinders, S.W. Lieut : 254  
Flinders: Captain R.N.: 172,231  
Foley, H. (Brancaster, Norfolk): 262  
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Folgar, Thomas Master R.N.: 262  
Formidable: 74  
Fortunee: 256  
friction excluded: 144  
friction in escapement: 186  
Frodsham, William (of Kingsgate Street): 2,10,122,12,8,141,146-
148,157,175,178,187,208  
Gardner, Admiral Lord: 154,17,116,277  
Garlies, Lord: 154,173  
Garrard, Mr (?) (Assistant to Astronomer Royal): 45  
Georgina: 238  
Gilmors, M (Cdr in the Country Service): 266  
Gilpin (AR assistant and Secretary to BoL):115-
117,132,133,149,150,152,153,169,179,180,191,193,200,202,225,232,308  
gold springs: 142  
Gooch, (?): 23-26,59,71-73,77  
Gordon's Regulator at Madras: 171  
Graham, George: 40,45,48  
Grampus: 239,268  
Gray, Capt. : 54,58,154  
Grenville, Hon. Thomas (Ist LoA): 220-222  
Haley, Charles: 9,10,236 
Hamilton, James A. Dr: 310  
Hamilton, Rev.Dr: 42,44  
Hammond, Sir Andrew: 195-197  
Hargood, Captain R.N.: 172  
Harrison, John: 37,38,40,61,120,131,137,156,158, (188),313  
Health damaged - quits town (half the year): 97,112,122,124,127,135 
Hebbelthwaites, Mr: 2  
helical spring: 8,14,15,24,120,131,137,156  
Henry Addington: 278  
Heywood, P. RN.: 253,263  
Hindostan:229  
Hogan, D. Captain: 154,257  
Hogan, Michael Commander E.I: 236a  
Holborn (house in): 115  
Holland, Mr: 264  
Hook, Robert: 120,131  
Hope, C: 66  
Hornsby, Rev.Dr.: 53  
Horsburgh, James (Captain in Country Service): 266  
Horton, Mr: 224  
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House of Commons Select Committee: 153,156,159,167,203,224,273,274,307 
Howell, Barraud and Jameson (chronometers): 74  
Hughes (Earnshaw chronometer): 262  
Hughes, William (of Holborn): 10,17,24,30  
Hunter, John (Governor NSW): 229,230  
Hutton, Thomas: 1  
Hydra. 277  
ice house (for testing chrons)  
Indefatigable: 247  
India Fleet: 19  
India trade (stocks and shares): 97  
Interest on prize money: 166  
Intrepid: 172  
inventions (Earnshaw's): 120,121,124-127  
Investigator: 33,136, 154,226,254  
irritable mind: 135  
isochronism: 15  
Jamison: 128, 141,187  
Jervis, Sir John (Earl St Vincent): 39  
jewelling of pallets: 45,48  
jewelling: 2  
Johnson, Captain: 253  
Jones, Captain: 270  
jury service: 67  
K1 (altered by Earnshaw): 38,39  
Kendall, Larcum: 25,37-40,45,73,232  
Kent, Mr (RN): 229,230,231 
Kenyon, Lord: 207  
La Dedaigneuese: 253 
Lady Burges: 252  
Lancaster, Francis: 18-21,139  
Lancaster: 229  
Larkins, Mr: 309  
Larkins, William of Blackheath: 48,96,97  
Le Roy, Pierre (of Paris): 15,16,178,223  
Leg, John: 3,10,11,18  
Leighton, D: 248  
libel prosecution of Earnshaw: 206,212,214,216,217  
Libel: 162  
Lindley, Mr: 16,17  
Lord Nelson: 242  
Luard, J. Commander E.I.: 238,239  
Luard: 154  



7 
 

lunar distances:66,99  
Lushington: 154,174  
MacDonald, D. Master R.N.: 256  
MacLean, Michael: 236a  
making and mending - common clocks and watches: 57,97-99  
Mansfield, Lord: 125  
Manship: 175  
Margets chronometer: 268  
Margetts, George: 10,40  
Marquis of Ely: 278  
Marquis of Lansdown: 175  
Marsh, G: 66  
Martin (John?) (of Royal Exchange): 10  
Maskelyne, Nevil (Astronomer Royal): throughout  
Masson J. Captain: 248  
Matthew, Mr: 238  
Mayor, the Lord: 18-20,138  
mechanics (a bone to pick): 87,88  
Mein, John E.I.: 244  
Melville, Lord: 151,163-165,189-191,204,208  
Mends, R. Captain R.N.: 247,248  
Menzie, Dr: 136  
Menzies, A (Surgeon): 236,236a  
Mercury: 264  
Mesure chronometers: 255  
method of rating: 181  
methods of production, simple and easy (1792): 50,61,86  
Middlesex election:138  
Middleton, Sir Charles:Bt.: 62  
Millet, George Commander E.I.: 238,264  
Millet: 154,172  
Millner, Rev.Dr. (Dean of Carlisle and BoL): 99-101,120,227  
Models of escapements:183-186  
Mortimer, George Lieut.: 264  
Mudge timekeepers: 271-273 
Mudge, Thomas (Snr and/or Jnr) 23,28,36,,47,.48,56-88.92.96,97,103,108,115,118, 
119,137, 153,156,159,161,167,178, 179, 215-217,218,224,239,308,309,312,313 
Muter A: 154,174  
Mutter (Mr & son, the Rev) (of Edgeware): 12  
Nassau. 261  
Nautical Almanac: 196,198,199  
Naval Chronicle: 62  
Nelson, Lord: 235  
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Nepean, Sir Evan; 197  
Neptune: 173  
Newton: 161  
Nicholson (William?) (Journalist): 16,28,42,44,45,100,114,305  
Norman: 154  
Normand, J: 174  
Nottingham: 242,243  
Noyes, Thomas (farmer of Eltham): 16,17,28  
obituary- J. Arnold: 142  
Ocean:267  
Officers, list of RN and EI: 274/275  
oil: 20  
Ommanney, H.M. Commander R.N.: 236a  
Osborn, Jno. Captain R.N.: 261  
pallet sizes: 151  
Palmer, Capt: 27  
Palmer: 154,170,171  
Papers (public statement): 201  
Parker, Sir Harry (Secretary to B.o.L.): 39  
Parker, Admiral: 154  
Parliament: 191,196,198,201,212,217-221,224  
patents: 4-14,19,21,120,121,129,148  
Patrickson, Thomas: 248  
Patrickson: 154  
Pennington: 140  
Pensberne: 263  
Pepys, Mrs (widow of Richard Pepys, Sierra Leona Company): 243  
petition to Parliament by BoL: 114-116,119,123 
Peto (Petto) James: 10-12,122  
plain watches - J.R.Arnold only wished to make: 139 
pocket watches: 72  
Polythemus: 263  
Pond J.: 236a, 237  
Portuguese Navy: 245  
Potter, Robert: 248  
price of timekeepers: 60,61  
Princess Amelia: 171,238  
Pringle, Sir John:216  
private workman (Earnshaw): 121  
proportions (of escapement): 13 
protest (J. Banks): 152-155,157,158,161,177,179,180,182,183,202,207,227 
Providence: 23,36,60,95,154,226,229  
Quaker: 7  
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Raile: 154  
Rainier, Captain R.N. 269  
Rait, Charles Commander E.I.: 237,238,239, 267  
Ramage P. Chief Mate E.I.: 242,243  
Ramsden, 48  
Ramsden, John: 154,172  
rates, establishing: 84-87,103,111  
rating (method):  
Reddie, John: 154,173  
Rees Mr: 100, 114,115,131,305,306  
regulation of timekeeper overnight: 69  
regulator: 40,41  
Rigby, Joshua (of Clerkenwell); 10  
Robertson, Professor: 115,123  
Rose, Mr J Chief Officer E.I.: 278  
Rose: 54.58,244  
Royal Academy Portsmouth: 70  
Royal Irish Academy: 310  
Royal Observatory, Greenwich: 7,18,23-26,33,36,38,40,44-48,60,63,65,156,215,246, 
247,252, 255,271  
Royal Society: 48, 225  
Rule, W: 66  
Russel, Robert: 154,171  
Russel: 269  
Ryan, Ph. Captain Danish E.I.: 254  
Samson, T.B. Commander E.I.: 240  
Samson: 154  
Sandilands, Captain: 257  
Sans Pareille: 60,68,69-73,154,234,236,236a,309  
Sceptre: 268  
Schuyler A. (H.M. Packet Service): 246  
sea trials: 107  
Seager, J.B. Chief Officer E.I.: 244,245  
Seymour, Admiral Lord Hugh: 61,68-72,136,154,236  
Shepherd, Dr: 137,216  
shopkeepers: 121  
Shortland, Captain R.N.: 253  
Shuckburgh, Sir George: 46,47,48  
Simpson, Capt. 58,154  
Simpson, F. Commander E.I.: 237  
Skelton, (Shelton) John: 40,45  
Slade, Astronomer (of Somerset House): 24,33,136,226-228,230  
soldering balances: 152  
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Somerset House Observatory: 225  
Spanish Frigate, La Clara: 247  
Spanish Governor: 226  
specification for Patents: 148,150,157,159,176 
Spencer, Earl: 31,103-105,110, 154,225,226  
Spencer: 259,260  
Spider in chronometer: 213  
spiral spring: 8,14,15,24,120,131,137  
Spottiswood (Spottswoode), Robert Commander E.I.: 154,242  
spring detent: 184  
St Vincent, Earl (Sir John Jervis): 39,204  
St. Blass: 226  
Stevens, John Chief Officer E.I.: 250  
Stevens, Sir Philip: 51  
Stewart, D (Master): 236  
Stopford, Robert the Hon. Captain R.N.: 259, 279  
Studd, Edward Commander E.I.: 154,242  
Sullivan: 264  
Sutton, David Chief Officer E.I.: 257  
Swallow (packet): 174  
Swinton, Arch. Captain: 252  
Symes, Robert: 259  
Tamer: 172  
tapering (of balance spring): 15  
Taunton Castle: 242  
Thomas, David Esq. (friend of Geo.Attwood): 272  
Thomas, James Commander E.I.: 263  
Thompson, George: 175  
Tierney: 138  
Towry, G.H. Captain R.N.: 258  
transit instrument: 49  
Treasurer of the Navy: 196,198,200  
Tremendous: 261  
Trials - results of at Royal Observatory: 281- Appendices 304  
Troughton, Mr: 251  
Tryon White, William: 175  
Turkish Market: 129  
United Kingdom: 241  
Vale, (?) (Of Bunhill Row): 10  
Vancouver, Capt. George: 23-26,71-73,154,231,232  
Vansittart, Captain: 256  
Venner, C.M.: 154,172  
Vince, Rev.Mr (BOL): 148  
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Virginia: 263,278  
Vulliamy, Benjamin (of Pall Mall): 10,146  
Vulture: 262  
Wales, William (Secretary to BoL): 62,83,93  
Walpole: 172,257  
watchmakers: 160  
Watkins, Joseph: 187,277  
Weale, Mr: 256  
Wentworth (hired store-ship): 265  
Western, Captain R.N.: 172 
Whidbey, Joseph (Master of Discovery and Sans Pareille): 59,60,68-74,78,154,309 
Whitford, Richard Commander E.I.: 266  
Wilberforce: 100,101  
Williams, Captain R.N.: 269  
Williamson H. Commander E.I.: 267  
Wilson, Lestock Captain: 256  
Windham Mr: 47,64  
wooden timekeepers: 145 
Woolwich: 256,263  
Workman, Benj. R.N.: 260  
workmanship, quality of: 31,32  
Wright, Thomas: 4-13,20,121,129  
 
 

EARNSHAW’S TIMEKEEPERS 
(P=pocket, B=box chronometer, where known) 

 
 
1: 170,176,180,181  
2: 170,176,180,181  
26: 172 
227: 237  
234: 266 
245: 256  
246: 265 
265: 170,176,210,308  
269: 248  
305: 260  
313: 266  
319: 253  
330: 277 
333P: 262  
336: 231 
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345: 266   
369: 250  
377: 170,171  
418: 251,278 
420: 234 
421: 251  
434: 278  
456: 249 
465: 173,227,229  
469P: 258  
472: 237  
508B: 252  
511: 247,248  
513: 237 
520: 254  
524: 249  
545: 256  
549: 257  
550: 262  
609P 259,279  
610: 259  
706:278  
718: 279  
737: 244 
1503: 24.37 
4260P: 252  
Hughes (box chron, signed by): 262 
 

H.M. SHIPS 
 
Albion: 269 
Apollo: 162,205  
Barwell: 231  
Buffalo: 230,231 
Centurion: 269  
Crocodile: 276  
Discovery: 59  
Endymion: 237,268  
Fortune 256 
Grampus: 239,268 
Hindostan: 229  
Hydra: 277 
Intrepid: 172 
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Investigator: 33,136, 154,226,254  
La Dedaigneuse 253 
Lancaster: 229  
Nassau: 261 
Polyphemus: 263  
Providence 23,36,60,95,154,226,229  
Russel: 269  
Sans Pareille: 60,68-73,154,234,236,236a,309  
Sceptre: 268  
Spencer 259,260  
Tamer: 172  
Woolwich: 256,263 
Tremendous: 261 
Virginia: 263,278  
Vulture: 262  
Wentworth (hired store-ship): 265 
 
 

EAST INDIA COMPANY SHIPS 
 
Alexander: 174  
Ann: 249  
Bengal: 240  
Britannia: 60  
Boddam: 170,270 
Canton: 174 
Carron: 58,237  
Cuffinell: 174  
Cumberland: 244  
Drake: 265  
Elphinstone: 250  
Earl St Vincent: 240  
Earl Spencer: 237,239,267  
Exeter 265  
Georgina: 238  
Henry Addington: 278  
Manship: 175  
Lady Burges: 252  
Lord Nelson: 242  
Marquis of Ely: 278 
Marquis of Lansdown: 175  
Neptune: 173  
Nottingham: 242,243 
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Ocean: 267  
Pensborne: 263  
Princess Amelia: 171,238  
Rose: 54,58,244  
Sullivan: 264  
Swallow (packet): 174  
Taunton Castle: 242  
United Kingdom: 241  
Walpole: 257  
 

OTHER SHIPS 
 
Danish East Indiaman: 253  
Spanish Frigate La Clara: 247 
Private brig Mercury: J H Cox's own: 264 


